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This book is an accomplishment report of the International Symposium “Towards 
a Philosophy of Co-existence: A Dialog with Islam” organized by the International 
Research Center for Philosophy (IRCP), held on November 6 (Tue.) 2012, at Toyo 
University. 
The aim of the symposium is to facilitate a discussion between Japanese 
researchers and four philosophers/religious adherents representing Iran, on the topic 
of “A Philosophy of Co-existence”. Historically, Iranian religion and philosophy, 
little known in Japan, has been founded on a co-existence of various 
religious/philosophical traditions, such as Zoroastrianism, Islam, Greek philosophy 
and, (since the Middle Ages) European philosophy. In modern terms, co-existence 
has become a major political and religious issue at a global scale; not only 
co-existence between the internal Shia and Sunni factions of Islam, but also 
co-existence with the so-called developed, non-Muslim countries of the West. Iran 
has always been a mediator of various civilizations throughout history, being 
geographically located between the East and the West. Nowadays, as global cultural 
and religious co-existence becomes a pressing issue, much can definitely be learnt 
from the crucially important “Iranian” perspective, previously lacking in Japan due 
to Japan’s intent focus on the West. 
As a means to take this Iran/Islam dialog a step further, the symposium is 
facilitating a discussion on issues of co-existence through various topics, such as a 
comparative religious study on Islam and Shinto, Islamic law and theology, Islamic 
mysticism derived from co-existence of various traditions, the ideology of people 
who had tremendous influence in Iran such as Henry Corbin and Toshihiko Izutsu, 
and modern European philosophy. This symposium is significant, as Unit 3 offers a 
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